Screening of bovine coagulase-negative staphylococci from milk for superantigen-encoding genes.
A collection of 102 coagulase-negative staphylococci (CNS), isolated from cases of subclinical and clinical bovine mastitis and belonging to 10 different species, were screened by PCR for the presence of genes encoding enterotoxins and enterotoxin-like toxins (sea, seb, sec, sed, see, seg, seh, sei, sej, selk, sell, selm, seln, selo, selp, selq and selu), toxic shock syndrome toxin-1 (tst), and exfoliative toxins A and B (eta and etb). No toxin gene sequences were amplified from any of the isolates, indicating that superantigens encoded by genes detectable by the PCR tests used were not involved in the development of subclinical and clinical mastitis in cattle infected with the CNS isolates tested.